Hezekiah Foard, Maryland 400 veteran 


Hezekiah Foard (1752-1833) 


Sergeant, First Maryland Regiment, 1776 

Sergeant, Second Maryland Regiment, 1776-1777 

Ensign, Second Maryland Regiment, 1777-1780 

Lieutenant, First Maryland Regiment, 1780-1783 

Major, Forty-Ninth Regiment, Maryland Militia, 1794-1799 

Justice of the Peace, Cecil County, 1792-1794, 1824-1829, 1831-1833 
Justice, Cecil County Levy Court, 1801-1803, 1811-1812, 1821-1823 


Hezekiah Foard was born in early 1752, likely in Cecil County. [1] He had one brother named Josiah. 


At age twenty-four, in early 1776, Foard enlisted as a sergeant in Edward Veazey's Seventh 
Independent Company. [2] He was a five foot, ten inch tall man. Many of those in the Seventh 
Independent Company were recruited from Kent and Queen Anne counties, and were in their mid- 
twenties. [3] Overall, the average age was about twenty-five, but soldiers born in America were 
younger than those from foreign countries. [4] 


Sergeants, like Foard, had important roles in the Maryland Line. As non-commissioned officers, their 
duties included maintaining discipline within their company, and inspecting the new recruits. [5] Their 
other duties included carrying sick soldiers to the hospital as needed, reporting on the sickness of men 
within the ranks, and leading groups of men to guard prisoners or supplies if circumstances required it. 
[6] For these services they were paid more than corporals in Maryland, who they oversaw, and worked 
with, to keep order in place in the company, including breaking up disputes between soldiers. [7] In 
order to get in this position, however, their field officers or captains had to recommend them for 
promotion. [8] 


The independent companies, early in the war, had a different role than William Smallwood's First 
Maryland Regiment. They had the role of securing the Chesapeake Bay's shoreline from British attack. 
Smallwood's regiment, on the other hand, were raised as full-time Maryland soldiers to be part of the 
Continental Army, and were divided between Annapolis and Baltimore. The Seventh Independent 
Company was stationed in Kent County's Chestertown and Queen Anne County's Kent Island. [9] 
During this time, Veazey was uneasy that they did not receive "arms nor ammunition" until June. [10] 


While the independent companies were originally intended to defend Maryland, three of them 
accompanied the First Maryland Regiment when it marched up to New York in July 1776. The transfer 
of the independent companies to the Continental Army showed that Maryland was more than willing to 
do its part to recruit the men needed. [11] The independent companies and the First Maryland Regiment 
arrived in New York in early August, with the Battle of Brooklyn set between the Continental Army 
and the British Army, joined by their Hessian allies. 


Foard served with his company at the Battle of Brooklyn in late August 1776. Along with the 
companies of Daniel Bowie and Peter Adams, which suffered heavy casualties, sixty-eight percent of 
Veazey's company were killed, wounded or captured. Captain Veazey was "killed at his [Foard's] side," 
while Second Lieutenant Samuel Turbett Wright and Third Lieutenant Edward De Coursey were 


captured. [12] As a result of Veazey's death, First Lieutenant William Harrison took charge of the 
company. After the battle, only about 36 men remained out of the original force of over 100. [13] The 
loss of life confirmed the assessment of the British Parliament's Annual Register which described how 
"almost a whole regiment from Maryland...of young men from the best families in the country was cut 
to pieces" even as the battle brought the men of the Maryland 400 together. [14] 


The Battle of Brooklyn, the first large-scale battle of the war, fits into the larger context of the 
Revolutionary War. If the Maryland Line had not stood and fought the British, enabling the rest of the 
Continental Army to escape, then the Continental Army would been decimated, resulting in the end of 
the Revolutionary War. This heroic stand gave the regiment the nickname of the Old Line and those 
who made the stand in the battle are remembered as the Maryland 400. 


Foard survived the Battle of Brooklyn and was not taken prisoner. In the fall of 1776 and early 1777, he 
joined other Marylanders at the battles of White Plains, Trenton, and Princeton. 


By the spring of 1777, the command of the Seventh Independent Company was uncertain since Wright 
and De Coursey were prisoners, Veazey had been killed, and Harrison had resigned. [15] As a result, 
the company, among with the other independent companies, became part of the Second Maryland 
Regiment. Likely in early 1777, Foard reenlisted in the Second Maryland Regiment, where he 
remained a sergeant until September 1777. [16] 


He was promoted to ensign on September 1, 1777, and served until at least May 1780, mostly in the 
regiment's sixth and seventh companies. [17] In April 1779, while serving in the regiment's sixth 
company, he was furloughed. [18] In the summer of 1779, he signed a statement, along with 95 other 
Maryland officers, including John Mitchell, John Gassaway, and Gassaway Watkins, and co-signed by 
William Smallwood, to receive all the money that was owed to them. [19] Their plea was ultimately 
successful. 


In early 1780, Foard was accused of disobeying an order to march the Second Maryland Regiment to 
parade, a time when the movement of soldiers is limited by marching or drilling. He also was accused 
of relating orders different from "those he had received." [20] He was supposed to march the company, 
but by disobeying the orders, he was engaging in "conduct unbecoming the character of an officer and a 
gentleman." Furthermore, he was said to have "contempt" for the orders given to him by Colonel 
Thomas Woolford of the Fifth Maryland Regiment. Despite this accusation, he was "acquitted with 
honor" by the officers overseeing the court-martial and was released from arrest, as approved by 
George Washington himself. This incident could be why, in May 1780 he was absent with leave, from 
the service. [21] 


Ensigns, like Foard, were the lowest rank of commissioned officers. They were mainly responsible for 
carrying the flags of their unit on the battlefield and reported to the colonel of the unit. [22] 
Additionally, they were charged with maintaining cleanliness of the soldiers, inspecting their clothes 
when the company paraded, and otherwise observing them. [23] Ensigns also had the duty of 
examining the conduct of the company's non-commissioned officers, such as sergeants and corporals, 
and carrying the company flags in order to keep the unit organized. [24] 


During his service, he marched to South Carolina in spring 1780 and participated in the Southern 
Campaign. [25] During his term as an officer, he also fought at Brandywine (1777) and Monmouth 
(1778). [26] He likely fought at White Marsh (1777) and Germantown (1777) as well. 


On August 16, 1780, Foard returned to the First Maryland Regiment as an ensign. On the same day, he 
participated in the battle at Camden. During the retreat he was attacked by a determined British soldier: 


"...he was attacked hand to hand by a stout athletic Englishman; others were advancing on 
them [the Continentals]--in the scuffle [Foard] threw [the British soldier], the enemy 
holding [Foard] by his hair; [Foard] having nothing but his long espontoon he shortened 
the handle and pinned [the British soldier] to the sand; as the Englishman relaxed his hold 
he extricated himself, and finding his weapon fast beyond recovery, he fled without it." [27] 


After the Battle of Camden, Foard was promoted to lieutenant, filling the role Edward Duvall, who was 
killed in the battle. [28] Foard served in that role until January 1, 1783. 


Foard fought at "the defeat of Tarlenton at Cowpens," in January 1781, as part of Gates's Continental 
Army. [29] Due to his service in these two battles, he likely fought at Hobkirk's Hill (1781) and 
Yorktown (1781). Before he was discharged in 1783, he was promoted by brevet to captain. [30] He 
was likely discharged in November since he was one of the founding members of Maryland's chapter of 
the Society of Cincinnati, along with Henry Chew Gaither and Mordecai Gist [31] 


After the Revolutionary War, Foard returned to Cecil County. On December 14, 1785, Foard married a 
woman named Sarah Lawrensen. [32] They had three children named Hezekiah Jr, Richard, and Josiah. 


In 1787, Foard and his brother Josiah bought six horses, a few cows, two sheep, and other amenities 
needed for their farm sitting on Bohemia Manor. [33] For the next 46 years, he continued to live on the 
manor with his children, wife, and a couple of enslaved black individuals, along with necessary 
supplies to keep the farm up and running. [34] 


Foard acquired and negotiated transfers of huge amounts of land in the county. On August 4, 1789, he 
also was issued 200 acres of bounty land west of Fort Cumberland, divided into four lots, due to his 
military service. [35] Since he did not claim it, his land sat vacant. Foard likely left his land alone 
because the bounty land was “absolutely good for nothing . . . unfit for Cultivation." [36] In later years, 
Foard helped sell the 586 acre estate of Cecil County resident, Thomas Richardson and obtained 
"letters of administration" for Lilburn Williams's estate. [37] 


By 1818, Foard was living in Cecil County and was called a "general" despite the fact he never attained 
that rank. [38] However, he did serve in Cecil County as a major in the 49th regiment of the Maryland 
militia, from 1794 until 1799, when he resigned. [39] 


In 1821, Foard was granted half-pay of a lieutenant for his "meritorious services" by the Maryland 
General Assembly. [40] In his Federal veterans pension application, in 1828, Foard, still a farmer on 
Cecil County's Bohemia Manor, claimed that he was a lieutenant in the Second Maryland Regiment. 
[41] On August 29, 1828 his pension was granted. 


Foard held numerous civil positions in Cecil County. He was commissioner of the tax for two three- 
year terms, lasting from 1797 until 1806. [42] He was later appointed as justice of the peace by the 
Governor of Maryland, serving for nine years in total, over the years, a position he held until his death. 
[43] Additionally, he served as a justice on the Levy Court, which handled tax allotment, for five years 
in the early nineteenth century. [44] 


Foard's political affiliation is clear. In April 1821, he was the chairman of a "very large and respectable 
meeting of the democratic republicans of Cecil County" at a house in Elkton, Maryland in order to pick 
electors for the upcoming Maryland Senate election. [45] At the meeting they also recommended 
candidates for the Republican Party in the autumn elections and published proceedings of the meeting 
in Baltimore Republican papers. In the autumn, the Republicans were victorious in a landslide in 
elections for state senate's electoral assembly. They garnered fourteen of the open electoral positions, 
while the Federalists only gained four electoral positions. [46] 


As chairman of a meeting of Republicans, Foard held an important role. A few years later, the same 
group of individuals welcomed General Marquis de Lafayette to the United States, preparing inkeepers 
in Elkton for his accommodations. [47] 


Foard lived until February 16, 1833, dying at age 81, at Bohemia Manor, then owned by his son. [48] 
Obituaries for him appeared in papers across the Eastern seaboard of the United States. [49] The 
Brattlesboro Messenger in Vermont praised his fighting "during our struggle of independence, while 
the Salem Gazette in Massachuetts declared that "another pillar of the American Revolution had 
crumbled to the dust!" [50] The Daily National Intelligencer in Washington D.C. remembered him 
affectionately, saying that he was "beloved and lamented by all who knew him." [51] 


At the end of his life, Foard was relatively well off. He had possessions such as a carriage and harness, 
a walnut desk, and a looking glass. [52] In his will, Foard appointed Josiah and Richard as executors of 
his estate, with the money not distributed until 1835. [53] By 1837, his son, Hezekiah, had helped 
establish property lines, and sold off the manor to the Bayard family. [54] Foard gave his grandson, 
William Freeman, one hundred dollars, his son Richard a silver watch, and divided his estate evenly 
between his three sons. [55] Since his wife was not mentioned in his will, she presumably had already 
died. 


- Burkely Hermann, Maryland Society of the Sons of American Revolution Research Fellow, 2016. 
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